
279TH BASE SUPPORT BATALLION

COMMANDER'S POLICY

POLICY NUMBER: 02-21 DATE: nr6 1_3 ,1g3

SUBJECT: Supervision of Children in the Bamberg German/American Military Community

PROPOI{ENT: Fanrly Advocacy (469-7777) DISTRIBUTION: A,B&C

PURPOSE: Establish local policy regarding supervision of childrcn in the 279'n Base Support
Battalion (BSB) area.

SCOPE: Appli€s to personnel, civilian or military, assigned, attached or otherwise present in th€
279ih BSB area of corltrol. Area ofconfol rcfers to those arcas the Department ofthe Arrny has a
dght to maintain order and discipline over, such as military housing ald govemment rental
housing (GRHP), as well as all military installations in the Bamberg area. Violation ofthis policy
may result in disciplinary action under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, as well as adverse
adninistative action to include, but IIot limited to, loss of iogistical suppofi, advance retum of
dependents and loss ofcommand sponsorship.

REFERENCES:

a. AR 608-18, Family Advocacy Progam and AR 608-10, Child Development Services

b, Memorandum, HQ USAREUR/7A, AEAGA-GY,25 Septemb€r 2000, subject: Letter of
Ijlstruction for USAREUR Babysittirg Training and Referral Sewice Prccedules.

c. Memorandum, HQ USAREIJR/7A, AEAGA-GY, 20 February 2001, subject: USAREIIR
Child-Supervision Policy

DEFINTTIONSI

a. Childlren): Any person who has nor reached their l8 \ bif lhday.

b. Adult Guardian: A person, 18 years ofage or older, who has been appointed, either by
law or by permission ofthe parent, to take care ofthe child or adolescent in t]le parent's absence.

c. Authorized Caregiver A sponsor, paxent, certified Family Child Care @CC) provider,
adolescent babysitter (12 years of age or older), Child Development Center, School Age Services
Program, Supplemental Services Prograrn or Youth Selvices Program. An adult guardian may
also b€ an authorized carcgiver consistent with the provisions ofAR 608-10.
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d. Supervision: Actual presence of a parcnt, adult guardian, or authorized caregiver in the
immediate vicinity of a child, so that the caregiver is able to immediately rcspond to the needs
of the child. Short absences (not to exceed five minutes) are acceptable, provided that the
appropriate measures are taken to reduce health and safety risks to the child during that
absence. Examples of appropriate supervision include: leaving a 2 year old in a plalpen while
the parcnt goes to a basemetrt launtlry room, using an electronic baby monitor to listen to a
child in another room. Paragaph I of this policy letter also provides specific guidelines for
appropriate supervision.

Applicability: This policy applies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to all members of fhe Bamberg
German/Ainerican Military community (2'79'o Base Support Battalior) who arc parents, legal
guardians, or authorized caregivers of children who -

a. Live with them in a military housing area or in a home in the local cornmumty.

b. Hav€ not yet graduated from high school.

POLICY:

1. The BSB Commaader is responsible for promoting the health, safety and welfare of all who
live within the 279'" BSB's jurisdiction. Children who are left without responsible supervision
are susceptible to ham, which all too often produces tragic results. Parents arc responsible for
ensuring their children are properly supervised and safeguarded. Military Police and Social
Work Service (SWS) are required to investigate incidents which violate this policy letter on
behalf of the Commander. The Depaftnent of the Amy, though the Family Advocacy
Program, aims to pr€vent incidents of child abuse and to protect those who are victims of abuse.
Child neglect is a category of child abuse. Parents and guardians are guilty ofneglect if they
fail to adequately provide for the basic needs of their childrer, such as food, shelter, medical
and dental carc, education, supereision and safety. To ensure that neglect does not occur all
parents/guardians must adherc to the following standards:

a. Children, regardl€ss of age, will not be left unattended in circumstances involving
potential or actual risk to their health and/or safety.

b. Children below kindergarten age require close supewision and therefore must be in
direct contact with a carcsiver at all times.
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c. Children from kindergarten to sth grade wish to explorc their environ(r€nt. As a result
they must also be prctected ftom the consequences of their natural curiosity. Supereision may
not requir€ constant direct contact, however it will require the caregiver to be in the immediate
vicinity of the child and in visible or hearing mnge at all times. Note: kindergarteners may not
walk to school or other supervised activities alone. 1" to 5'n grad€rs may walk to school alone
but may not supervise kindergarteners walking to school or supervised activities.

d. Children in grades 6-7 should be allowed to explore their environment in order to build
up their s€lf-r€lianc€, however they need to be supervised using direct and hdirect m€thods.
Indirect supervision means that the parent should know their chil&en's \ryhereabouts ard should
check their welfare ftequently. Chil&en at this grade level can be left alone for up to 6 hou6,
IIot ovemight, with rcady acc€ss to an adult. Chil<lren in grade 6 may baby-sit siblings for up to
3 hrs with ready access to an adult. Children in grade 7 may baby-sit siblings and others for up
to 6 hrs, not ovemight, with ready access to an adult. The Red Cross Babysitting Course is
strcngly recommerrded. Children at this grade lev€l catr b9 left alone in an automobile for up to
l5 minutes, but the keys must be removed and th€ hand brake applied.

e. Children in grades 8'9 in most cases should be mature enough to staxt €xercising self-
supervision. Chil&en in these grades may be 1eft alone, but not ovemight. These children can
baby-sit siblings for upto 12 hows, with ready access to an adult. Theymaybaby-sit other
children but they are stongly recorrun€nded to attend the Red Cross Babysitting Course.
Children in this grade carl be left alone in an automobile for up to 15 minutes, but the keys must
be removed and handbrake applied.

f. Children in grades 10-12 may be left alone ovemight but a responsible adult must check
on them at least twice dudng the day. Children in the 12'n grade may be left alone for no more
than 3 consecutive days. Parents are responsible for ensuring that the children loow where at
least one paxent is, and have access to telephone numbers of responsible adults in the event of ar
emergency. It is stroogly recommended that caregivers plan for any emergency to include risks
to medical ard perconal safety.

g. Ovemight babysitting by children in grades 10-12 shall not be on a regular and cootinuous
basis. The Red Cross Babysitting Course is strongly recornmeilded for 4IL!L!!L9! who Fovide
childcare.

h. Pare[ts and guardiaN who leave children grades 6 and above unattended should Fovide
the child with a key, emergency phone numbers (police, fire depaxhnent, and dispensary), a
phone number where parcnts can be rcached, the expected time of retum, and the name and
phone number of a.lr adult who can be reached immediately in the event ofan emergency. The
designated adult mustbe aware o fh is,trer r esponsibility. P arents/guardians shouldnotifuthe
designated adult by phone or in penon before departwe.
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i. Children under the age of 16 shall be inside their own or someone else's quarters (with
parental consent) between 2400 and 0500 Friday through Satuday, ard between 2200 and 0500
Sunday through Thursday. During periods when school is not in session, cufew will be 2400 to
0500 daily.

j. Curfew for children ages 16-17 will be from 2400-0500 daily.

k. Exceptions to curf€w hours willbe ganted for childrcl rehrming home immediately after
sanctioned f,rnctions, such as school dances, athletic events and Youth Services activities.

2. Childr€n will advance to the next grade level on the frst day of the n€w grade. During the
summer they will be considered to be in the gade they have just completed.

4. Every Member of this community has the responsibility to rcport suspected child abuse or
neglect to the Military Police (MP) at 0951-300-87001770 ot DSN 469-8700t770. When
children are determined to be unsuperyised, the MPs will be called. The MPs and SWS will
assess the inaident and present it to the Family Advocacy Program Case Review Committ€e
(CRC) when the report is deemed credible. The CRC will then address the applicable rights of
alleged victims and offenders, determine whether an incident ofneglect has taketr place IAW AR
608-18, and recommend treatment plans to resolve the problems in these families.

5. Childrel develop at different mtes. Some children may require more or less supervision than
indicated above for children of the same age. However, parents, guardiars, and authorized
caregivers are required to follow the above stardaxds, unless an gxception has been approved
through the BSB. Any other deviation ftom these standards will be a basis for investigation of
potential child neglect.

a. Wlen waxranted, with due regard to the age, maturity ofthe child and the activity in
question, requests for an exception to this policy will be corxidered for approval.

b. Paxents, guardians and authorized caregivers may submit a written request for
exception to the Child Supewision Policy by describing, in detail, the reasons for the request and
providing writtenjuslification fiom at lest two ofthe following sources:

ConversioII From to Grade (1or Home-Schooled ctuldren
Age 4/5 6 7 8 9 1 0 l l

Grade Kindersarten 1 -

Age l 2 1 3 t 4 1 5 1.6 17 /18
Grade 8 9 10'" 1 1 - t2
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1. The concemed teacher/s

2. Chaplain

3. Social Work Service Case Manager

6. The enclosed 279m BSB Child Supervision Matdx explains the level of adult supewision
required for children in different gades.

7. POC is Family Advo aacy et 0951-300-7'17'7 or DSN 469-7777 .

8. "Maximum Support - It Shall Be Done!"

,affi--
DANIEL L. THOMAS
LTC, MI
Commanding

Encloswe
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